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of the Board of Estimates

ACTION REQUESTED OF BOARD OF ESTIMATES

The Department of Law respectfully requests authorization to approve the settlement of a lawsuit
brought by Darnell Earl against the Baltimore Police Department (“BPD”), three former members
of BPD’s Gun Trace Task Force (“GTTF”), former Police Commissioners Batts and Bealefeld,
and the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore. Plaintiff alleged numerous federal claims against
the BPD and GTTF officer defendants.

AMOUNT OF MONEY AND SOURCE OF FUNDS

The total amount of the proposed settlement is $575,000.00.
Funds are available in account number 2045-000000-1450-716700-603070.

BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION

On or about October 18, 2015, then-Officers Marcus Taylor, Evodio Hendrix, and Wayne Jenkins
initiated a traffic stop of a vehicle in which Plaintiff was a passenger. Following the stop, the
officers recovered a firearm from under Plaintiff’s passenger seat. Plaintiff, who has a prior
criminal record, including prior convictions for illegal possession of a firearm, was charged with
multiple firearms-related offenses arising from this stop. Plaintiff pled guilty to one charge and
served approximately one and a half (1 '2) years in prison.

In 2017, each of the three defendant officers each pled guilty to federal charges involving RICO
violations. Subsequently, Plaintiff and the SAO jointly moved to vacate Plaintiff’s conviction due
to the Officers’ involvement in Plaintiff’s arrest and conviction. The court granted the motion,
after which the SAO dismissed the original charges.

In 2020, Plaintiff initiated the current lawsuit, alleging that there was no probable cause for the
traffic stop and that the former officers planted the firearm in the vehicle and then attributed it to
Plaintiff. Plaintiff’s Complaint included state claims of false arrest, false imprisonment,
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intentional infliction of emotional distress and a federal claims for fabrication of evidence,
negligent supervision and training, and a custom or policy of deliberate indifference.

In order to resolve this case, avoiding the expense, time, and uncertainties of further protracted
litigation and the potential for an excess judgment, BPD and the City agreed to offer Mr. Earl a
settlement payment of $575,000.00, for complete settlement of the case. In return, Earl agreed to
dismiss all claims against the former GTTF Officers, the Baltimore Police Department, and the
City of Baltimore.

Based on a review by the Settlement Committee of the Law Department, a recommendation to
settle is made to the Board of Estimates to approve the settlement of this case to avoid a potential
adverse jury verdict. As with the prior GTTF settlements, we believe this settlement is in the best
interest of both the City and the plaintiff who may have been harmed by the misconduct of former
GTTF members.
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE

THIS SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE (the “Agreement”) is made and
entered into this ~ day of - (jlé_ , 2022, by, between, and among Darnell Earl

(the “Releasing Party”), and the undersigned, Baltimore Police Department (“BPD”) and the Mayor
and City Council of Baltimore (collectively, BPD and the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore will
be referred to as the “Settling Parties”). The Settling Parties, in addition to all current and former
officers and employees of the BPD and Mayor and City Council of Baltimore are hereafter referred
to as the “Released Parties.” The Released Parties together with the Releasing Party are referred to
herein as the “Parties.”
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